1 of 1 DOCUMENT

Copyright 2005 The Financial Tines Limted
Fi nanci al Ti nes (London, Engl and)

January 26, 2005 Wednesday
London Edition 2

HEADLI NE: EU seeks intellectual monmentum after the 'big bang
BYLI NE: By GEORGE PARKER and JOHN THORNHI LL

DATELI NE: BRUSSELS and PARI S

After years of pursuing "big ideas" - the single market, the euro, a conmon
foreign policy, a constitution - the European Union shows signs of intellectua
exhausti on.

The conbi nation of big projects and | ast year's "big bang" enlargenent to 25
menbers has left the club gasping for breath, but now several new think-tanks
aimto provide fresh momentumin the policy field.

A lot of the work will be on developing the EU s international role, marking
a break fromthe often inward-I|ooking policy debate inside the Brussels beltway.

Mari o Monti, the former EU conpetition conmi ssioner, is to chair a new
i nternational econonmics think-tank that aims to foster new policies on Europe's
role in the world.

In March, the French Institute of International Relations is opening an
office in Brussels, reflecting French government concerns that it needs to
recapture the intellectual heights of the EU.

French officials have been concerned that Paris has been losing its sway over
an increasingly English-speaking EU

The Anerican Enterprise Institute and the Brookings Institution also plan to
open a European version of their joint Centre for Regulatory Studies in
associ ation with Sciences Po, France's political science foundation

Their think-tank, to be based in Paris, will focus initially on regulatory
issues in the financial services industry. Its first research reports are due in
May. lvan Mortimer-Schutts, who is helping to establish the centre, said: "There
are an enornous nunber of think-tanks in Europe but very few that are capabl e of
wor ki ng on a pan- European basis. We aimto produce policy-relevant results.”

John Pal ner, political director of the European Policy Centre, a Brussels
t hi nk-tank, said: "We need nore think-tanks, especially when you conpare the
nunber here with the nunber in Washi ngton DC. "

M Monti's think-tank was proposed two years ago by Jacques Chirac, French
president, and Gerhard Schroder, German chancellor, who said Europe needed a
fresh approach to issues such as trade, open markets, migration and devel oprment.

The project, put together by Jean Pisani-Ferry, a former economics adviser to
the French socialist government, has financial backing worth Euros 5m (Dol l ars
6.5m Pounds 3.5m) from 12 EU nenber states, including France, Gernmany and
Britain, and 18 big corporations.



M Monti said the Brussel s European and d obal Econonic Laboratory - named
Bruegel after the 16th century Flenm sh painter - would try to break out of the
of ten obsessive inward-|ooking Brussels debate. "There is an inportant need for
fresh thinking," he said. "It is not sinply needed on the European construction
but on the growing role and responsibility of the EU on the world scene."

M Monti said he would ensure the independence of Bruegel's work fromits
nati onal and corporate sponsors.

The European Commi ssion originally viewed the project with suspicion, fearing
a nove by France and Germany to cut it out of the policy |oop. The appoi ntnent
of M Monti, a former commi ssioner, and the broad support for the project in
Europe, has quelled those concerns.



